
Dakin 
rescued 76 dogs 
back in March, 

making it the largest 
dog rescue in our 

history!
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SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, September 10
12pm-1pm (VIP Hour)

1pm-4pm (General Admission)  
Fort Hill Brewery, Easthampton

Dakin’s 8th annual dog party, Barks & Brews, 
at Fort Hill Brewery in Easthampton is an 
outdoor, dog-friendly party for humans 

and canines! No dog? No problem! Enjoy 
vendors, beer, food trucks, canine activities, 
treats, and more beer! Tickets available at 

dakinhumane.org/barksandbrews.html
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In March Dakin assisted a Hampshire 
County resident whose dog population 
had become overwhelming. Initially, we 
rehomed 13 dogs, but there were many 
more dogs in the house who needed help, 
as well as the resident herself. 

Working with state and local officials, 
Dakin removed 76 additional dogs from 
the home, of which 30 were brought to 
Dakin making it the largest dog rescue in 
our history. 

The young Chihuahua and Chihuahua 
mixed-breed dogs were in overall good 
condition, but had not been socialized, 
or even let outside to eliminate. The 
simplest pleasures for a dog, like walking 
on a leash, befriending new people, or 
hopping in the car for a ride, would be 
completely unfamiliar and frightening 
experiences for them. 

Shelter staff and volunteers moved 
at warp speed to create space for the 
arriving dogs. Foster caregivers brought 
shelter pets home, while other volunteers 

signed up for 
extra dog 
care shifts to 
prepare for 
their arrival.

Adoption Center 
Manager Moon 
Wymore took time during 
that busy intake to send the woman a 
few heartwarming photos of the dogs 
settled in and comfortable at Dakin. 

see  CHIHUAHUA on back

Summer always means a high animal 
population at Dakin, and now more 
than ever, foster care has been 
critical. Our terrific fosters who take 
shelter pets into their homes show 
ultimate selflessness by giving these 
pets attention, care, and a temporary 
home despite knowing that one 
day they must say goodbye to their 
new friend. Foster care sets these 
animals up for success when they 
meet their adoptive family. We’re 
also excited and grateful to welcome 
a new group of fosters who have 
joined our team recently in response 
to our request for additional help.

Finally, we all celebrated the one-year 
anniversary of Dakin’s Pet Health Center 
this summer including welcoming a 
second veterinarian, Dr. Allie Kulow, 
to the team. Today, pet owners from 
around the region, including residents 
who have had limited access to 
veterinary care in the past, can find 
the help they need at Dakin to keep 
their beloved pets happy and healthy. 

I hope you take pride in knowing that 
your support has made these stories, 
and countless others, possible.

Thank you for being 
such an important part 
of our Dakin Team!

With gratitude,

Meg Talbert

MEG’S NOTE continued from front

Moon’s gesture extended compassion 

not just to the dogs being cared for, 

but the person who had been caring 

for them. As she noted, “The smallest 

gesture of kindness can give brightness 

to a very dark day.”

According to Meg Talbert, executive 

director at Dakin, “The rescue of the 

Chihuahuas is a meaningful example of 

how our work aligns with social service 

organizations. Like them, we help the 

families or households in a community, 

and in our case, that means extending 

assistance to people as well as their 

animals.” We serve a vulnerable human 

population that has pets, including the 

elderly, victims of domestic violence, 

people struggling financially, and those 

facing a spectrum of mental health 
disorders, including hoarding. The 
healthier that people are in their homes 
with their fellow humans or animals, 
the healthier our community becomes, 
and we thank everyone whose love for 
and support of animals creates better 
outcomes for all involved.”

CHIHUAHUA cont. from front

Moon, pictured here with a rescued puppy.B

Dear Friends, 

This issue of Inside Dakin is a terrific 
example of Dakin’s reach throughout 
the Pioneer Valley region highlighting 
stories from our work with people and 
pets from Franklin, Hampden, and 
Hampshire counties. It’s because of 
your generosity that Dakin can achieve 
such a wide variety of geographical 
and programmatic impact. 

Many of you learned through news 
stories and social media about our 
efforts in March to assist a Plainfield 
resident who became overwhelmed 
with too many dogs in her home. 
Although this story began with a 
difficult situation, it had a happy 
ending for the dogs, their adopters,  
and the homeowner who was 
able to see a pathway to a more 

comfortable and healthy future in her 

home. I’m so proud of our team of 

dedicated staff and volunteers who all 

stepped up to support each other in 

providing quick and compassionate 

action to help a resident in need. 
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see  MEG’S NOTE on back

for the Chihuahuas
Coming Together 




